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Purpose:  

This policy reflects CCPWL’s desire to form teams in a fashion that respects the player’s best interest, 

follows INPWL’s (Inland Northwest Pop Warner League) and Pop Warner policies.  

 

Responsibility:  

The CCPWL Board of Directors is responsible for enforcing this procedure.  

 

Definition:  

None. 

 

Procedure:  

1. Division Assignment  

A. At the time of registration, all players will be assigned to a particular division in accordance 

with the current INPWL grade or age and weight matrix. Also based on location. 

B. All first time players will be assigned to the lowest division for which they qualify.  

C. Returning players will be assigned to the lowest division for which they qualify, prior year 

team participation, or by request. 

D. If an area or location doesn’t have enough athletes to form a team or teams CCPWL can move 

that player to a different team in a different location based on the needs of the surrounding 

areas. For refunds based on location/area not being able to fill a team see SOP 014a.  

 

2. Team Formation  

A. No player is eligible to be placed on a team until all registration fees have been received, or 

financial arrangements made for the player. 

 B. Team formation will be conducted by the Football Commissioner or any stated Team 

Formation Committee made up from members of the CCPWL Board of Directors.  

C. All team assignments are considered preliminary until players have been certified.  

D. The use of tryouts in order to place players on a team is strictly prohibited.  

E. Returning players will be guaranteed prior team roster spots through March 31st.  

F. After March 31st, all players shall be assigned to a team on a first come basis until the 

maximum roster size of twenty-five (25) is reached per INPWL rules. 

G .The recommended criteria for teams to be formed - will - be - based upon: 

i) Association/City boundaries  

ii.) Prior year team participation  

iii.) Players’ school of attendance in the following order:  

a. “Same classroom/same jersey”  

b. Elementary school/Private school  

c. Middle school  

d. High school  



iv.) Parent request (CCPWL Board of Directors will review all request and take team size 

of area request is in and ability to fill a team or squad if athlete is moved. 

 

H. Where the number of players registering for a particular team exceeds the number of roster spots 

available during registration, players will be assigned to teams on a first come basis by date and time 

after March 31st. 

 

i.) Examples:  

A. 25 slots available on any team 8th grade and under. The team already has 24 

players signed up to play on the team based upon the aforementioned team 

formation order. During registration, at 10:00 a.m., a new, inexperienced, player 

shows up for registration and requests to be on a particular - team and his 

application is accepted. At 1:00 p.m. on the same day, that same team’s starting 

running back from the previous season shows up for registration or logs on for 

online registration and his application is accepted. The new player MUST get the 

25th slot and the returning player MUST become a player who will be placed on 

the roster of another team. 

 B .The contrary would be if a player did not request to be on the team. The 

player would be -assigned to a team -in accordance with Paragraph 2 G. above. 

 

J. Coaches may not refuse to take a player. However, if a coach believes it is not in the best of interest of 

the player to be playing on his team, the coach may petition to the CCPWL Board of Directors that 

the player be removed from his team. The coach may not contact the player or the player’s parents 

directly. This is only in the case where there are multiple teams in one area that would not make 

travel for the player or family to not play. The CCPWL Board of Directors has the final decision on 

the matter.  

K. A parent or player may submit a written specific request to not be placed with a particular coach, but 

the final decision rests with the CCPWL Board of Directors.  

L. In accordance with the Pop Warner Little Scholars Official Rules, a team is defined as “a group of 

participants organized under the direction of a coaching staff in a given Age/Weight division.”. 

 

3. Optimal Roster Size – In order to qualify for your game to count, you must have a 14 man roster.  

A. Tiny Mite: 12-16 players (or equivalent) 

B. Mighty Mite and up: 16-25 players (or equivalent) 

 

4. Priority for placing CCPWL players who register late according to association late deadline.  

A. In the event that there is an overflow of players who register late, the priority of who is placed 

on a team: 

  i) Date and time of registration.  

ii) A team that is in need of players due to a team that is less than the desired team size, 

regardless of boundaries. 

 

B. CCPWL controls the registration process and typically does not turn away players unless the 

request for registration is made after CCPWL can accommodate the request by restrictions 

outside of CCPWL’s control or because there is no room on any of the teams suitable for the 

player seeking a late registration. It is the leagues goal to enroll the maximum number of players 

within the registration timelines.  

C. CCPWL will make every possible effort to accommodate all players by actively recruiting 

coaches or increasing the team size per INPWL rules. CCPWL Board of Directors is the final 

authority in the matter of making team assignments. 
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